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Mr. Lawrence Goldman, President of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, 
distinguished members of this important association, and meeting attendees: 
 
It is with profound honor that I am able to attend on behalf of President of the Republic [of 
Mexico], Vicente Fox Quesada, to receive the renowned Champion of Justice Award of the 
National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.   
 
This honor is significant because it is awarded by an association that has most distinguished 
itself in the tenacious defense of accused persons in all the United States since 1956. 
 
From the beginning of his administration, the President of Mexico has reiterated his unwavering 
promise to the defense and promotion of human rights.  In fact, the Mexican government is 
working on the construction of integral policies on this matter that will serve as pillars of support 
for a profound transformation within our country, as we recognize the inherent relationship 
between democracy and human rights. 
 
The Mexican government opposes the death penalty as it is considered a violation of the 
fundamental right to life, as well as being cruel and having irreversible consequences.   
 
As much on the national level as on the international level, the government of Mexico maintains 
its position against capital punishment. 
 
Not one person has been executed in the Mexican Republic, by judicial command, since 1930.  
The constitutional principles that would allow for the death penalty have fallen into complete 
disuse, and in fact one cannot find a single ruling in common law allowing for the punishment, 
making the constitutional principles inapplicable.  Even in a military court, death sentences are 
not handed out, although this practice is still being contemplated in the context of military law. 
 
The position of our government in relation to the death penalty has various facets: 
 
The respect of the human rights of Mexican citizens abroad occupies a primary place in the 
foreign policy agenda of the President.  Consequently, the opportune and appropriate attention 
given to Mexican nationals who face the death penalty abroad has made this a focus of the 
President’s legal defense for Mexican citizens.   
 
Special care has been entrusted to our network of consulates in the United States, which certainly 
is one of the largest networks in the world, so that they are able to orient, advise, and in some 
cases assist in the legal representation of Mexican citizens who face criminal punishment, with 
the purpose of ensuring total observance of the civil rights of Mexicans accused of a crime in the 
unfortunate situation where a Mexican citizen is tried in another country’s judicial system.   
 
Therefore, Mexico has orchestrated a series of actions for those that find themselves in the 
Program of Judicial Assistance for Capital Punishment Cases, which not only handles cases of 



 

 

those sentenced to death, but also cases where a Mexican citizen not yet convicted faces the 
possibility of a death sentence being imposed. 
 
The Program is the only of its kind in the world and has the objective of preventing Mexicans 
citizens who are accused of crimes punishable by capital punishment from receiving such a 
sentence, by means of competent representation and legal support.  The program also provides 
legal assistance to Mexicans already sentenced to death, defense attorneys consider all legal 
factors involved in such cases, especially those dealing with international rights and negotiations 
during the appellate process in the local and federal courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court.  In 
these cases, the goal is to suspend the execution, or, if possible, to throw out the death sentence 
and secure a new trial.   
 
The Program trains officials in the Mexican Foreign Service to perform duties to protect the 
consulships in the United States and in the Chancellery in order to provide them with practical 
tools to better manage and attend to death penalty cases.   
 
As a result of this program, 51 persons avoided capital punishment.  Yet, 54 Mexican nationals 
are still on death row and 142 are being tried in cases in which this terrible sentence could be 
imposed.   
 
At this point, I want to recognize the invaluable support of the legal offices of Sandra Babcock, 
composed of North American lawyers who have offered us support.  It is a very highly qualified 
office in death penalty matters in the United States and a specialist in international rights.     
 
In a multilateral context, based on the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, Mexico has 
traditionally maintained an active participation and cosponsored the resolution regarding the 
death penalty, as a protection of the rights of those sentenced to death.  
 
In the Inter-American System, in 1997 Mexico became the first member state to solicit a 
consultative opinion about the interpretation of article 36 of the Vienna Convention on Consular 
Relations.  The raised inquiry had the purpose of requiring that all foreigners arrested abroad be 
informed, at the moment of their detention, or if not at this moment, before charges are brought 
against them, of their right to appeal to the protection of the consular officials of their country.   
 
Likewise, Mexico has ratified the American Convention on Human Rights, which prohibits 
extending capital punishment to crimes retroactively.  Mexico does not approve of the 
extradition of its citizens or foreign citizens for crimes punishable by the death penalty, unless 
the state to which the accused is to be extradited guarantees that the death penalty will not be 
sought against the accused or the accused will not be executed. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: The abolition of the death penalty contributes to achieving human dignity 
and progressive development of human rights.  This is a joint task that needs the participation of 
all governments, of the international community and of organizations like yours to bring about 
for all citizens the abolition of the death penalty in any country where it currently exists. 


